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EDUCATION 
 

PhD in Economic History, University of London, U.K. Thesis: ‘Indian Monetary 
Policies and the International Liquidity Crisis during the Inter-war Years’ 

 
EMPLOYMENT 

 
2008- Professor of International History and Politics, Graduate Institute of 

International and Development Studies, Geneva, 
2000-2007 Professor of International History and Politics, Graduate Institute of 

International Studies, Geneva 
1997-2002 Professor, Department of Economics, Delhi School of Economics, 

University of Delhi 
1990-1997 Associate Professor, Department of Economics, Delhi School of 

Economics, University of Delhi 
 
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

 
Books 
 
John  Bullion’s Empire:  Britain’s  Gold  Problem and  India between the Wars 
(London: Routledge, 2015)—1996 edition reissued in paperback, pp. 252 
 
John  Bullion’s Empire:  Britain’s  Gold  Problem and  India between the Wars 
(London: Routledge, 2013)—1996 edition reissued in new hardcover, pp .252 
 
Globalizing Labour? Indian Seafarers and World Shipping, c. 1870-1945 (Oxford and 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2012) pp. 318 
 
India and the World Economy, c. 1850-1950 (Delhi and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2005 and 2003) pp. 320 

 
The Reserve Bank of India: 1951-1967 (Delhi and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1998) pp. 1200 
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Papers 
 
‘Colonial Currencies, Money Illusions’ in Bill Maurer, ed. A Cultural History of Money, 
vol. 6: The Age of Empire, edited by Nigel Dodd and Federico Neiburg (forthcoming, 
London: Bloomsbury, 2017) 
 
‘History after the Global Turn: Perspectives from Rim and Region’, History Australia 
(14:1, 2017) pp. 6-12. 
 
‘Workers in the World: Indian Seafarers, c. 1870s–1940s’, in Andreas Eckert, ed. Global 
Histories of Work (Munich: De Gruyter, 2017) pp. 125-45 
 
‘Indefinite transits: Mobility and Confinement in the Age of Steam’, Journal of 
Global History (11: 2, 2016) pp. 187-208 
 
‘Transnational Histories and Sub-continental Pasts: A Review Essay’, Indian Economic 
and Social History Review (54: 2, 2015) 
 
‘Colonial India and the World Economy, c. 1850-1940’, in Bishnupriya Gupta, Tirthankar 
Ray, and Anand Swamy, eds, A New Economic History of Colonial India (London: 
Routledge, 2015) 

 
‘Subaltern Cosmopolitanism, Racial Governance, and Multiculturalism: Britain, c. 1900-
1945’, Social History (39: 4, 2014) pp. 528-46 
 
‘Legacies beyond Empire: Reflections on Doing International History from Geneva’, 
Swiss Journal of History (64: 2, 2014) pp. 239-63 
 
‘Atlantic Paradigms and Aberrant Histories’, Atlantic Studies: Global Currents 

(11: 1, 2014) pp. 47-63. 
 

Roundtable with reviews and response: Globalizing Labour? Indian Seafarers and   
World Shipping, c. 1870-1945, International Journal of Maritime History (25: 1, 2013) 
pp. 275-321 
 
‘Claiming Histories beyond Nations: Situating Global History’, Indian Economic and 
Social History Review (49: 2, 2012) pp. 247-72. 

 
‘Les marins indiens et leurs univers, 1870-1949’, Le Mouvement Social (octobre- 
décembre 2012) pp. 65-84. 
 
‘Global History’ in B.S. Chimni and Siddharth Mallavarappu, eds, International 
Relations: Perspectives from the Global South (New Delhi: Pearson Educational 
Publishing, 2012) ch. 16. 
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‘India: From a Colonial Outpost to a Leading Market’, in Peter Borscheid and Niels 
Viggo Haueter, eds, World Insurance: The Evolution of a Global Risk Network (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 2012) pp. 444-71 
 
‘Making Coolies, (Un)making Workers: Globalizing Labour in the late-19th and early 
20th Centuries’, Journal of Historical Sociology (24:3, 2011) pp. 266-296 
 
‘History 2 or 2 B? Capital Narratives for Asia and Asian Narratives for Capital’, China 
Report, 46:4 (December 2010) pp. 447–469 
 
‘Sovereignty, Subjectivities, Narrations: Nations and Other Stories from the Sea’, 
International Journal of Maritime History, (21: 2, 2009) pp. 1-20 
 
‘Power and Markets in Global Finance: the Gold Standard, 1890-1926’, Journal of 

Global History, (3, 2008) pp. 313-35 
 
‘Cultures of protest in transnational contexts: Indian seamen abroad, 1885-1945’, 
Transforming Cultures eJournal (3:2, 2008) 
http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/ojs/index.php/TfC/issue/view/57/showToc 

 
‘Crossing the Last Frontier: Transatlantic  Movements of Asian Maritime Workers, c. 
1900-1945’, Feys T., Fischer L. Hoste S. and Vanfraechem S., eds, Maritime  Transport 
and Migration: The Connections between Maritime and  Migration Networks (St Johns: 
University of Newfoundland, 2007) 
 
‘Developing the State of the Nation in the Post-colonial World’, Indian Economic and 
Social History Review, (44: 1, 2007) pp. 67-83 

 
‘Making of a Global World’ (New Delhi: National Council for Educational Research and 
Training, 2007) 

 
‘Reserve Bank of India’, in Kaushik Basu, ed., Oxford Companion to Economics in India 
(Oxford and Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2007) 

 
‘On the History of Globalization and India: Concepts, Measures, and Debates’ (with 
Sanjay Subrahmanyam) in Jackie Assayag and C.J. Fuller, eds, Globalizing India: 
Perspectives from Below (London: Anthem Press, 2006) 

 
‘South Asian Seafarers and their Worlds, c. 1870s-1930s’ in Jerry H. Bentley, Renate 
Bridenthal, and Karen Wigen, eds, Seascapes: Maritime Histories, Littoral Cultures, and 
Transoceanic Exchanges (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2006) (originally 
published as ‘South Asian Seafarers and their Worlds’, at www.historycooperative.org) 

 
‘Foreign Trade, 1750-1947’, in Stanley Wolpert and Raju Thomas, eds, Gale 
Encyclopedia of India (New York: Scribner’s, 2005) 
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‘South Asian Seafarers and their Worlds’, at www.historycooperative.org (2005) 
 

‘Introduction’, in G. Balachandran, ed., India and the World Economy, pp. 1-45 (2003) 
 

‘The Depression Years’, in G. Balachandran, ed., India and the World Economy, pp. 266-
306 (2003) 

 
Article on Lionel Abrahams in the New Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press and the British Academy, 2004) 

 
‘Circulation through Seafaring: Indian Seamen, 1890-1945', in Claude Markovits, 
Jacques Pouchepadass, and Sanjay Subrahmanyam, eds, Society and Circulation: Mobile 
People and Itinerant Cultures in South Asia, 1750-1950 (Delhi: Permanent Black, 2003) 
pp. 89-130 

 
‘The Interwar Slump in India: The Periphery in a Crisis of Empire’, in Theo Balderston, 
ed., The World Economy and National Economies in the Interwar Slump (London: 
Palgrave, 2002) 

 
‘Conflicts in the International Labour Market: British and Indian Seamen, Employers, 
and the State, 1890-1939', Indian Economic and Social History Review (39: 1, 2002), pp. 
71-100 

 
‘Gold Exchange Standard and Empire: India, 1900-1940’, in John McGuire, Patrick 
Bertola, and Peter Reeves, eds, Evolution of the World Economy, Precious Metals, and 
India (Delhi and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001) 

 
‘Recruitment and Control of Indian Seamen, Calcutta, 1880-1935’, International Journal 
of Maritime History (9: 2, 1997) 

 
‘Searching for the Sardar: The State, Pre-capitalist Institutions, and Human Agency in 
the Maritime Labour Market, Calcutta, 1850-1935’, in Burton Stein and Sanjay 
Subrahmanyam, eds, Institutions and Economic Change in South Asia (Delhi and Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1996) 

 
‘Religion and Nationalism in Modern India’, in Kaushik Basu and Sanjay Subrahmanyam, 
eds., Unravelling the Nation: Sectarian Conflict and India's Secular Identity (New Delhi: 
Penguin, 1996) 

 
‘Gold, Silver, and India in Anglo-American Monetary Relations: 1925-1933’, 
International History Review (18: 3, 1996) pp. 573-90 

 
‘Finance and Politics in Late Colonial India, 1917-47’, South Asia (19: 1, 1996) pp. 77-101 

 
‘Towards a “Hindoo Marriage”? Anglo-Indian Monetary Relations in Interwar India’, 
Modern Asian Studies (28: 3, 1994) pp. 615-47 
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‘Gold and Empire’, ICSSR Research Abstracts Quarterly (1-2, 1994) 

 
‘Britain's Liquidity Crisis and India, 1919-20’, Economic History Review (46: 3, 1993) pp. 
175-91 

 
‘Finance Orientalism? Britain, the United States, and India's Wartime Currency Crisis, 
1914-1918’, South Asia (16: 2, 1993) pp. 89-106 

 
‘Gold and Empire: Britain and India in the Great Depression’, Journal of European 
Economic History (no. 2, 1991) 

 
‘Imperialism: The Auditors’ Report’, Mammon and Pursuit of Empire, Indian Economic 
and Social History Review (27: 2, 1990) pp. 229-43. 

 
‘The Sterling Crisis and the Managed-Float Regime in India, 1921-25’, Indian Economic 
and Social History Review (27: 1, 1990) pp. 1-31 
 
‘India in Britain's Liquidity Crisis: The Stabilization of 1920’, Occasional Papers on Third 
World Economic History, School of Oriental and African Studies, London, 1990. 

 
‘Britain, USA, and the Indian Gold Standard, 1925-6’, Economic and Political Weekly (24: 
35-36, September 1989) 


